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COLLABORATIONS 

CENTER INFORMATION 

Dear Colleagues, 

Welcome to the latest newsletter, recognizing our Centerôs 
achievements from not one but two quartersðApril 
through  September of 2024. Fall has arrived, and in the 
past 6 months, our Center has made significant strides in 
research, innovative projects, and collaborative efforts 
dedicated to advancing reproductive health. 

Our team's achievements are a direct reflection of the 
tireless work that has been done. I invite you all to share 
in celebrating these victories with each other, because as 
you will see, there is much to celebrate. 

Your ongoing support is essential to our success, and 
together, we will continue to make a meaningful impact 
on reproductive health. 
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NEW TEAM MEMBERS 

JOSHUA BRILL, MD 
Clinical Fellow, Mullen Lab 
 
SHERITA JOHNSON 
Histology Technician I 
 
PRANEETH KANDUGULA 
Bioinformatics Research Assistant, Wang Lab 
 
JORDYN LEHR 
Clinical Research Coordinator II, Wang Lab 
 
SEUNGBAEK LEE, PHD 
Postdoctoral Research Associate, Gomez-Lopez Lab 
 
ZHONGYU LUO 
Bioinformatics Research Assistant, Wang Lab 
 
DAVI MARTINS, PHD 
Postdoctoral Research Associate, Mullen Lab 
 
BRIDGET PERKINS 
Clinical Research Financial Coordinator  
 
ANGELA SCHAB, PHD 
Postdoctoral Research Associate, Mullen Lab 
 
QIUCHANG SUN, PHD 
Postdoctoral Research Associate, Wang Lab 
 
YI XU, PHD 
Senior Scientist, Gomez-Lopez Lab 
 
MANDI ZHANG 
Grant Specialist I 
 

MILESTONE AWARDS 

Congratulations to our 2025 WashU 

Med School Campus ñStaff Service 

Milestone Awardò recipients! 
Kim Johnson 

(Lab Support) 

Viju Gupta  

(Khabele Lab) 

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCHERS 

Rˉ˄˄ˈˉ Bˁ˄ˈˁˎ 
Kˁ˒˅ˎ Cˁˎ˓˅˃ˏ 
J˅ˎˎ˙ Cˈˁˎˇ 
E˔ˈˁˎ Lˉ 
Cˉ˃ˉ Lˉˎ 
Aˎˎˁ Lˉ˕ 
Tˁˎˉ˓ˈˁ Pˁ˕ˌ 

J˕ˌˉˁ Pˁ˔˔˅˒ˍˁˎˎ 
Sˍ˒ˉ˔ˈˉ Rˁˍ˅˓ˈ 
E˄˄˙ Rˁˍˉ˒˅˚ 
Jˏ˒˄ˁˎ Rˉ˃ˈ 
Jˏ Sˁˍ˕˅ˌ˓ 
Tˁˎˉ˓ˈ Sˁ˔ˈˉ˓ˈ 
S˙˄ˎ˅˙ Sˈ˅ˁ 
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± alene Garr Barry, PhD is the newest faculty member to join 
the Center for Reproductive Health Sciences, transitioning from a 

Postdoctoral Research Scholar to an Instructor with the OBGYN 

department in July 2024. 

Dr. Garr Barry received her PhD in Nutrition Sciences from the University of Alabama at 

Birmingham and she completed a postdoctoral fellowship here at Washington University in the 

Transdisciplinary Postdoctoral Training Program in Obesity and Cardiovascular Disease. During 

her postdoc she was co-mentored by our very own Dr. Sarah K. England, Director for the Center 

for Reproductive Health Sciences, and Dr. Ebony Carter, former Chief of the Division of Clinical 

Research in OBGYN.  

Regarding her postdoc experience, Dr. Garr Barry says, ñWorking 

with Dr. Carter was incredibly helpful. She's an MFM, and she views 

things through a different lens. What I got to do was sharpen my idea 

and the way I communicate the science.ò   Dr. Garr Barryôs postdoc 

project with Dr. Carter titled, ñIndividual-Level and Community-

Level Predictors of Healthy Pregnancy Outcomes in Multigravid 

Black Womenò has recently been published in Obstetrics & 

Gynecology (The Green Journal) and is featured on the cover of the 

journalôs August edition.  

 As Dr. Garr Barry transitions from postdoc to faculty, she has been 

awarded a KL2 Career Development Award through the Institute for 

Clinical and Translational 

Sciences. Dr. Garr Barryôs lab 

will focus on precision nutrition, 

with an emphasis on fluid and 

nutrient metabolism in high-risk 

pregnancies, particularly those with hypertensive disorders 

and fetal growth restriction. Her active research projects focus 

on 1) incorporating wearable and remote technologies into 

the monitoring of high cardiovascular risk pregnancies, and 

2) developing  precision nutrition-based interventions for 

fetal growth restriction among Black women. 

Valene Garr Barry, PhD 

Instructor 

August 2024 cover of Obstetrics & Gynecol-
ogy (The Green Journal) , featuring Dr. Garr 

Barryôs research. 

Continued on next pageé  

Dr. Ebony Carter with Dr. Garr Barry  presenting 
a poster at the 2023 SMFM Conference 



When asked about the future and what drives her to do what she does, Dr Garr Barry states that 

her long-term goal is to build a center that focuses on maternal metabolism research in women of 

color. She says that ñthe seminal studies of metabolism in pregnancy did not include women of 

coloré the work just hasn't been done.ò When asked about her motivation, she passionately states, 

ñI believe my hypotheses are correct, and I don't think that nutrition in utero, and exposure to 

obesity and inflammation work in tandem with poor early childhood lifestyle to create a negative 

feedback loop for cardiometabolic disease.ò She 

believes that the lack of targeted nutrition and 

metabolism research among women of color, 

particularly Black American women, obfuscates a 

critical part of the maternal morbidity and mortality 

crisis facing America and limits efforts to reduce 

racial disparities. Thus, Dr. Garr Barry is dedicated to 

bridging the knowledge gaps pertaining to 

metabolism in pregnancy both within medicine and 

in communities.  

Valene Garr Barry, PhD 

Instructor 

...continued 

Dr. Garr Barry  after giving closing remarks at the Black Girls Do STEM 2024 event 
at the McKelvey School of Engineering. 

ñI want to be recognized as a scientist 
that does rigorous, unbiased 

research, and when my colleagues 
read my work I want them to trust that 

Iôve done my best.ò 

-Dr. Garr Barry 

Concerning her new role and lab, Dr. 

Garr Barry says ñI'm excited. This is the 

culmination of years of hard work, but 

also the beginning of many years to 

come. I want to be recognized as a scien-

tist that does rigorous, unbiased re-

search, and when my colleagues read my 

work I want them to trust that Iôve done 

my best. I'm hopeful that being a part of 

CRepHS gives me an opportunity to 

start to build that reputation. I'm excit-

ed to grow and collaborate with the oth-

er researchers here in CRepHS and 

across WashU. I completely intend to 

give it 100 and 10 percent.ò  



A  new Master of Science in 
Reproductive Sciences (MSRS) 

program is launching at WashU! 

The MSRS programôs Director 

and Associate Director, Dr. Erin 

Reinl and Dr. Ali Ahmady, re-

spectively, are leading this dis-

tinctive program on the School 

of Medi-cine campus. The pro-

gramôs leadership is thrilled to 

be building and strengthening 

collaborations with dozens of 

WashU faculty, clinicians, and 

more, to provide worldclass 

graduate education in the field 

of reproductive sciences.  

Applications are open now for students interested in the MSRS 
ñresearchò concentration. The first cohort begins in fall of 2025. 
Students accepted into the research concentration will complete the 
program in 21 months. Another program concentration, ñclinical 
embryology,ò will be open to applicants in fall of 2026.  

Our program trains scientists to improve the nationôs growing re-
productive healthcare needs. Learn more about our biosciences de-
gree that focuses on human reproductive biology by going to our 
website. 

Artwork by Eric Young 
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¶ The NIH Loan Repayment Programs can counteract educational debt of researchers in 

return for a commitment to engage in NIH mission-relevant research. Find out more at 

www.lrp.nih.gov. 

¶ The CRepHS Travel Award: This award aims to provide support for expenses for conferences 

where students or trainees are presenting their research. Applications are accepted on a rolling 

basis. 

¶ ICTS Clinical and Translational Research Funding Program (CTRFP): This grant funding 

program awards projects that promote the translation of scientific 

discoveries into improvement in human health. 

¶ The ñPilot & Feasibility Program,ò from the WashU Nutrition 

Obesity Research Center, provides research support to test 

innovative hypotheses involving nutrition and obesity in the 

prevention, pathogenesis, pathophysiology, and therapy of disease.  

¶ Grants from the Elsa U. Pardee Foundation fund research directed 

toward identifying new treatments or cures for cancer.   

¶ The QuikSTART Grant program from the Center for Drug 

Discovery (CDD) and the Siteman Cancer Center is designed to 

advance the translation of new discoveries in cancer disease biology 

into small molecule therapeutics for the benefit of patients. 

¶ Repro Grants (www.reprogrants.org) offers fast funding for female 

reproductive science.  

FUNDING  

Most Fridays of the academic year, CRepHS hosts internal and external 

leaders in the field of reproductive health research. For the full schedule, 

click here. 

Friday, November 22nd, 9 a.m. >>> Maria Battistone, PhD; Harvard 

Friday, December 6th, 9 a.m. >>> Roger Young, MD, PhD; PreTel Inc. 

Friday, December 13th 9 a.m. >>> Benjamin Bitler, PhD; University of Colorado 

Friday, December 20th 9 a.m. >>> Seungbaek Lee, PhD; WashU (Gomez-Lopez lab) 

CREPHS SEMINAR SERIES 

View more  

funding relevant 

to researchers in 

OBGYN by  

clicking here. 

https://www.lrp.nih.gov/
https://reproductivesciences.wustl.edu/resources/crephs-travel-award/
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