
PERSONNEL UPDATE 

UPCOMING  

OPPORTUNITIES 

SCIENTIFIC  

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

a9{{!D9 Cwha ¢I9 5Lw9/¢hw 

PERSONNEL SPOTLIGHT 

Sarah K. England, PhD 

Alan A. and Edith L. Wolff Professor of Medicine 
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PUBLICATIONS 

CENTER INFORMATION 

Dear CRepHS personnel and associates, 

As summer fades away, we find another new academic 
year upon us. With that, our laboratories and offices 
are excited to welcome aboard new undergraduate 
researchers, postdocs, fellows, and faculty. Together 
with our current personnel and multidisciplinary 
collaborators, we look forward to fostering their skills 
for the benefit of reproductive health sciences research.  

Welcome to another year of teaching, learning, and 
scientific discoveries! 
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NEW TEAM MEMBERS 

ARIANA GAYDON (she/her) 
Research Technician I, Santi Lab 
 
ISABEL GERARD (she/her) 
Research Technician I, England Lab  
 
RONALD MCCARTHY (he/him) 
Senior Scientist, England and Santi Labs 
 
TSUYOSHI MURATA, MD, PhD (he/him) 
Visiting Researcher, England Lab 
 
JOSIE OFORI-APAU (she/her) 
Undergraduate Researcher, England Lab  
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Magdalena Nelson, MBA, Director of Research and Business 
Administration in the Department of Ob/Gyn, is this yearôs  
recipient of the WashU ñResearch Support Awardò from the 
School of Medicine. The award recognizes employees for ex-
ceptional performance or cooperation, outstanding leadership, 
and superior quality of service. As a distinguished honors 
awardee, Magdalena was invited to the 2023 Recognition  
Gala, and received a cash prize and a personalized plaque.  
 
Moreover, Magdalena recently earned the ñSTARò certificate 
signed by the Vice Chancellor of Research. By successfully 
completing the STAR program, participants earn 40 credit 
hours in coursework and demonstrate a comprehensive  
understanding of research administration. Magdalena joins 
OBGYN staff Carrie Westphal and Ermira Hasanbelliu  
in having achieved the STAR certificate. Learn more at 
star.wustl.edu/education/.  

A STAR IN RESEARCH SUPPORT 

Magdalena at the Recognition Gala on June 1st.  
 

(from fiscal quarter four) 

https://hr.wustl.edu/staffrecognition/distinguished-honors/wusm-service-awards/
https://star.wustl.edu/education/


H ave you ever been curious about why a physics background, combined  

with a statistician mindset, is beneficial in the realm of obstetrics and 

gynecology research? Maybe the thought never crossed your mind, but it would 

if you met our next personnel spotlight nominee that has been with our 

department for more than six years. Letôs get to know Peinan Zhao.  

Dr. Peinan Zhao is very interested in new technology, from 

imaging tools and wearable devices to AI modeling and 

predictions. His Ph.D. in Molecular Biophysics is typically 

geared towards the imaging aspects of wearable devices and 

ultrasounds, but heôs a translational researcher that loves 

bridging his skillset for new developments.  

Dr. Zhao very clearly remembers the moment he fortuitously 

glanced at a dataset from an activity watch and thought, ñIôm so excited about this ï I have to study it.ò 

He wasnôt originally tasked with analyzing the activity watch data, but his passion led to it.  

A masterôs degree in statistics further accentuates his ability to bring a unique perspective to developing 

and improving computational methods and tools in maternal-fetal health research.  

ñAI is a very modern route for statistical analysis,ò states Dr. Zhao. ñYou feed in a sufficient amount of 

very complex data and it gives you very good results. But itôs through an unknown route. Why does it 

work, why does it not work? I like to use óold schoolô analysis, too,  

but one thing is not better than the other.ò  

In obstetrics, Dr. Zhao wants there to be additional wearable devices 

available that can provide good results during pregnancies. He explains 

that there are cost barriers and technical challenges in several areas, 

like ultrasound elastography during pregnancy, that he would like to 

see addressed to aid future clinical studies.  

ñA lot of collaborations are happening here,ò he states, ñand I want  

to help make the best impacts toward advancing research related to  

pre-term birth.ò 

Dr. Zhaoôs spare time activities include hiking and barbecuing. He also 

has two girls and jokes that parenting is harder than physics. We wish 

him continued success in all arenas!   

Peinan Zhao, PhD 

Assistant Professor 

CRepHS 

Did you know? 
Outside of the WashU  

research world, Peinan  

mainly uses the first  

name ñMichael.ò 

ñ ñ 

ñ ñ 

For me, itôs all data,  

no matter what device or 

computational method you 

are using, to predict and 

evaluate a patientôs health.   



Friday, Aug. 25th, 9 a.m. 
Summer Journal Club: Rowan Karvas, PhD 
(Theunissen Lab)  
 
Friday, Sept. 8th, 9 a.m.  
CRepHS Seminar: Virginia Winn, MD, PhD, 
Stanford University (host: England Lab) 
 
Friday, Sept. 15th, 9 a.m. 
CRepHS Seminar: Chenyang Lu, PhD, Dept. of 
Engineering (host: Zhao Lab) 
 
Sept. 18th-22nd 
National Postdoc Appreciation Week 
 
Monday, Sept. 25th 
National Research Administrator Day  
 
 

Friday, Sept. 29th, 9 a.m.  
CRepHS Seminar: Sicheng Wang, Dept. of 
Engineering (host: Wang Lab) 
 
Wednesday, Oct. 4th, 12:15 p.m.  
WashU Ob/Gyn Town Hall 
 
Oct. 19th-20th 
WashU 48th Annual OBGYN Symposium 
 
Tuesday, Oct. 31st  
Dr. Jacob Probstein Visiting Professor Lecture:  
Ronny Drapkin, MD, PhD, UPenn 
 
Friday, Nov. 10th, 9 a.m.  
CRepHS Seminar: Liz Mallott, PhD, Dept. of 
Biology (host: England Lab) 
 

EVENTS 

WRITING ACCOUNTABILITY GROUP  

CREPHS SEMINAR SERIES 

Join us at the CRepHS Seminar Series held on 

Fridays, 9:00-10:00 a.m. in the 10th floor A/B 

conference room of BJCIH. Upcoming seminars 

are listed above. 

The newly formed Writing Accountability Group (WAG) has held 
meetings on Wednesdays at 3:15 p.m. in the 10 A/B conference room  
of the BJCIH building. Introductions are made at the beginning of each 
session, followed by 60-75 minutes of quiet time dedicated to making 
writing progress. The group has welcomed all WashU personnel 
working from the BJCIH - 10th floor, and interest-dependent, will 
continue meeting into the fall semester. Questions? Contact Audrey 
Johnston, MBA.   

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Monday, Dec. 4th 
2:00-5:00 p.m.  

 
Open House Event  
in collaboration with 
the Center for  
Women's Health  
Engineering.  

 
More info soon! 

https://reproductivesciences.wustl.edu/resources/reproductive-sciences-journal-club/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/crephs-seminar-series-2023-2024-tickets-681872337517
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/crephs-seminar-series-2023-2024-tickets-681872337517
https://www.nationalpostdoc.org/page/Events
https://star.wustl.edu/research-administrator-appreciation-day-raad/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/crephs-seminar-series-2023-2024-tickets-681872337517
https://obgyn.wustl.edu/about/links-for-employees/
https://obgyn.wustl.edu/events/event/48th-annual-ob-gyn-symposium/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/crephs-seminar-series-2023-2024-tickets-681872337517
https://womenshealthengineering.wustl.edu/
https://womenshealthengineering.wustl.edu/
https://womenshealthengineering.wustl.edu/


Dr. Mullen receives NCI surgeon scientist award 

M ary (Maggie) Mullen, MD, PhD, assistant professor of obstetrics and gynecology at 
Washington University School of Medicine, 
recently received a National Cancer Instituteôs 
(NCI) Early-stage Surgeon Scientist Program 
(ESSP) award. This award provides Dr. Mullen 
with training in cancer-related disease and 
basic/translational research alongside an elite 
cohort of 11 other surgeon scientists for up to 
three years. Her research will work to define 
and target mechanisms of poly (ADP-ribose) 
polymerase inhibitor-induced platinum 
chemotherapy resistance in ovarian cancer.  
 
ñBeing selected for this program is a 
tremendous opportunity to team up with peers 
from across the United States to pave the way 
for further improvements in ovarian cancer 
research,ò states Dr. Mullen. ñThe support of my amazing senior surgeon scientist mentors 
exemplifies how a strong mentorship team can elevate early-stage researchers.ò  
 
Dr. Mullen began the NCI Early-stage Surgeon Scientist Program in July 2023. The grant is 
funded through an administrative supplement to the Alvin J. Siteman Cancer Center (SCC) at 
Washington University and Barnes-Jewish Hospitalôs NCI-designated Cancer Center Support 
Grant.  

(from fiscal quarter four) 

Maggie Mullen, MD, PhD 

AWARDS & APPOINTMENTS 

¶ Kaci Martin, a graduate researcher in the Frolova 
Lab, was elected in April as President of WashUôs Women in 
STEM (WiSTEM) network for the 2023-2024 term. Addi-
tionally, at the DBBS 50th Anniversary Celebration, Kaci and 
her WiSTEM team won the ñStudent Group Poster Award.ò 
Kaci is 3rd year student in the DBBS Molecular Genetics and  
Genomics Ph.D. program.  

Continued on next pageé  
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Photo: @KaciTMartin, ñRepresenting 
WiSTEMéò, X (fka Twitter), April 29, 2023.  

https://reproductivesciences.wustl.edu/laboratories/mullen-lab/
https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/training/funding/nci-essp
https://sites.wustl.edu/womeninstem/executive-board-2022-2023/executive-board/
https://sites.wustl.edu/womeninstem/executive-board-2022-2023/executive-board/
https://dbbs.wustl.edu/programs/molecular-genetics-genomics/
https://dbbs.wustl.edu/programs/molecular-genetics-genomics/


(from fiscal quarter four) 

AWARDS & APPOINTMENTS 

¶ At the 37th annual Dr. David Rothman Research  
Symposium in April, Ob/Gyn residents, fellows, and 
students delivered presentations to more than 100 
peers, faculty, staff, and collaborators. Researchers 
from across divisions, departments, and schools at 
WashU came together to demonstrate basic, clinical, 
and translational work aimed at advancing knowledge 
and improving care in obstetrics and gynecology and 
reproductive health. Congratulations to the following 
researchers who represented CRepHS and were 
awarded at the event: Dr. Amanda Compadre (Mullen 
Lab) received the Dr. David Rothman Fellow Research Project Award, and Dr. Patty Strutz 
(England Lab) won the Dr. David Rothman Basic Science Award.  

¶ Amanda Compadre, MD (Mullen Lab) was a recipient of the Depart-
ment of OB/GYNôs Lucy, Anarcha, and Betsey (L.A.B.) Award in April. Her 
research project title was ñOptimizing RAD51 foci as a functional biomarker 
in high-grade serous ovarian cancer.ò The L.A.B. award is named in honor 
of Lucy, Anarcha, and Betseyðthe enslaved women whose sacrifice, without 
consent, nearly 200 years ago allows surgical repair for women with vesico-
vaginal fistulas today.  

¶ Juan Ferreira, PhD, (Santi Lab) completed the WUSTL 
Leadership and Management in Action Program (L-MAP) in May.  
Dr. Ferreira met with a cohort of other L-MAP trainees over the course 
of six weeks to build a leadership, management, and inclusive team-
work skillset. The program is supported by a grant from the Burroughs 
Wellcome Fund. 

¶ Sarah England, PhD, was elected to the American Heart Associa-
tion Research Funding Subcommittee (National Affiliate), and as a 
council member to the Society for Reproductive Investigation. 

...continued 

Amanda Compadre, MD Patty Strutz, MD 

Photo: @Juan_J_Ferreira, ñLMAPéò, 
X (fka Twitter), May 31, 2023.  

PRESENTATIONS & SPECIAL EVENTS 

¶ Viju Gupta, PhD, (Khabele Lab) presented research on ovarian cancer at the  
annual meeting of the American Association for Cancer Research in April.  

Continued on next pageé  

https://obgyn.wustl.edu/education/residency/rothman-research-day/
https://obgyn.wustl.edu/education/residency/rothman-research-day/
https://sites.wustl.edu/obgynclinicalresearch/resources/l-a-b-award/
https://sites.wustl.edu/lmap/about/
https://professional.heart.org/en/research-programs/volunteer-structure
https://professional.heart.org/en/research-programs/volunteer-structure
https://www.sri-online.org/about-sri/sri-council
https://sites.wustl.edu/obgynclinicalresearch/resources/l-a-b-award/
https://www.aacr.org/meeting/aacr-annual-meeting-2023/


PRESENTATIONS & SPECIAL EVENTS 

(from fiscal quarter four) 

¶ At the American Society of Andrology annual conference on 
April 21st in Boston, Celia Santi, MD, PhD, Associate 
Professor of Ob/Gyn, was a panelist for the session on 
ñShould I Stay or Should I Go.ò The topic was about choices 
that you confront during your career regarding staying in 
the US or going back to the country where you were born 
and raised. Dr. Santi also was a co-moderator for the 
conference symposium session titled ñRole of Cellular 
Networks in Testicular Functions.ò Additionally, Juan 
Ferreira, PhD, of the Santi lab, presented a poster 
on the ñWHICH-A.R.T.ò project that aims to develop a 
reliable and clinically feasible assay to personalize fertility 
treatment plans. 

¶ After an invite from Dr. Carmel Martin-Fairey (an England  
Lab past trainee), Juan Ferreira, PhD, with the Santi Lab,  
gave a guest lecture in April on SLO2.1 channels and their role in regulating uterine excitability 
to students at Harris-Stowe State University. 

¶ A first place honor was earned by Amanda Compadre, MD, for her ñResident Research 
Presentationò at the annual Research Meeting of the St. Louis Obstetrical & Gynecological 
Society. At the event in May, Dr. Compadre (mentored by Dr. Maggie Mullen) presented on 
ñRAD51 foci as a biomarker predictive of platinum chemotherapy response in ovarian cancer.ò 

¶ Members of the Mullen and Khabele labs 
attended the Siteman Cancer Centerôs Center 
for Genome Integrity annual retreat in May. 
They joined colleagues from WashU and Saint 
Louis University to network and discuss all 
things genome integrity. Dr. Amanda Compadre 
(Mullen Lab) received an honorable mention 
for the best oral presentation, Olivia Graham 
and Jeimmy Rodriguez (Tissue Bank) 
received an honorable mention for the best 
poster presentation, and Viju Gupta, PhD, 
(Khabele Lab) also presented. 

¶ Dineo Khabele, MD, was part of a panel 
discussion on ñdesigning your academic career 
in GynOncò at the Western Association of 
Gynecologic Oncologists (WAGO) 2023 Annual 
Meeting in Monterey, California, June 14-17.  

Co-moderators Drs. Santi (left) and Aluko at  
an ASA annual conference session.  

Members of the Mullen Lab, pictured in 2023, from left: 
Amanda Compadre, MD, Jeimmy Rodriguez, Maggie 
Mullen, MD, Olivia Graham, and Carmen Sanchez, MD. 

...continued 

https://andrologysociety.org/
https://obgyn.wustl.edu/promising-new-researcher-obtains-prestigious-fellowship-award/
https://stlgynsociety.org/
https://stlgynsociety.org/
https://siteman.wustl.edu/research/center-for-genome-integrity/
https://siteman.wustl.edu/research/center-for-genome-integrity/
https://www.wago.org/about-wago/
https://www.wago.org/about-wago/


PRESENTATIONS & SPECIAL EVENTS 

¶ In May, the WashU Gynecologic Oncology 
Tissue Bank celebrated collecting its 100th 
tissue sample for bench-to-bedside research 
endeavors. Along with this notable achieve-
ment in specimen collection, the labs of Drs. 
Dineo Khabele and Maggie Mullen have 
instituted a newly organized process for  
collecting and managing samples, and are 
developing research on patient-derived  
organoids. Read more here.  

¶ CRepHS celebrated its recent graduates at 
Washington Universityôs commencement 
ceremonies in May. Congratulations to 
MSTP graduate Dr. Manasi Malik (England 
Lab), and DBBS graduates Dr. Max Lyon 
(Santi Lab) and Dr. Emilee Kotnik (Fuh Lab 
formerly at WashU).  

¶ During the last academic quarter, Sarah 
England, PhD, served on the ñNavigating 
Academiaò career panel during the WashU 
Association of Black Biomedical Graduate 
Students (ABBGS) INSPIRE Conference. 
Dr. England also presented at: the WUSM 
MSTP 26th Annual Retreat, on ñPolicy and 
Medicineò; the Center for Biological 
Rhythms and Sleep 2nd Annual Symposium 
on ñCircadian rhythm disruption and ad-
verse pregnancy outcomesò; Frontiers in 
Reproduction, Marine Biological Laborato-
ries on ñParturition and Preterm Birthò;   
the Center for Research on Reproduction 
and Womenôs Health, Perelman School of 
Medicine, U. of Pennsylvania, on the ñThe 
Timing of Pregnancyò; and as a career pan-
elist during the ñSummer Science Seminar 
Series,ò held by WUSM Office of DEI, in 
which undergraduates and postbacs con-
ducting research at WashU learned about 
her career path. 

(from fiscal quarter four) 

CRepHS personnel and collaborators celebrated the Khabele and 
Mullen Labs on May 2nd. 

...continued 

From left: Drs. Fuh, Kotnik, England, Malik, Santi, and Lyon. 

Dr. England (second from left) shared advice about career paths 
and words of wisdom during an ABBGS conference. 

Photo: @WashUMedODEI, ñExcellent adviceéò, X (fka Twitter), April 20, 2023.  
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